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Leader: Gary Waddington  

Participants: Geoff Margison and Chris Townsend 

Summary: 

The tour was aimed to catch the last of the wildfowl passage as well as the large scale arrival of 

summer visitors and it didn't disappoint in that respect. The spectacle of Brent Geese migrating in 

the thousands combined with a huge movement of Greater Scaup during the same evening 

at Matsalu was very memorable. The sheer number of birds around on the west coast was reflected 

by our tally for the first full day with 114 species seen with relative ease. 

Throughout the week we were treated to some truly, superb wildlife encounters with excellent 

views of both Pygmy and Ural Owls. Waders featured strongly too, with opportunities to study the 

finer details of Little and Temmincks Stints, Broad-billed and Marsh Sandpiper and good numbers of 

breeding-plumaged Ruffs in their amazing colour variations. Raptors were always a regular sight with 

every car journey resulting in pleasant interruptions from either a Marsh or Montagu's Harrier flying 

alongside the road or a Honey Buzzard circling in the sky; finally culminating on the last day with an 

incredible total of 23 White-tailed Eagles seen at one site! 

For Geoff, seeing his first Nutcracker was a high point and just like buses, they turned up in threes. A 

family party perched well in the treetops for all to see in the forest of Jarveselja. Temminck's Stint 

was a priority for Chris and we saw them several times, he even managed to photograph one at 

close range. 

The last night of the tour was spent in the Bear hide and continuing a one hundred percent success 

rate, we of course saw Brown Bear very well. It was on show for almost an hour, along with several 

Racoon Dogs and one or two Red Foxes. 

The weather was for the most part was dry and pleasant with temperatures around 20c which made 

for perfect birding conditions. All in all, the trip went very smoothly and we managed a total of 178 

species of bird with just a few heard only among that total. 

 

20th May: 

Gary met both Chris and Geoff for an early start at Manchester airport and due to security delays we 

missed the connecting flight to Tallinn from Frankfurt, not an ideal start! Four hours later we finally 

made it to Estonia and after another small delay with the rental car company we were at last on our 

way. After ninety minutes travelling we reached our guesthouse, which served as base for the next 

three nights. On arrival an Icterine Warbler and a Thrush Nightingale could be heard in the garden. A 

late meal was prepared for us and afterwards not wishing to waste the remaining daylight we made 

our way to Haeska tower. From the car park we picked up 2 White-winged Black Terns that hawked 

along the shore line and remained in view for ten minutes. We watched a noisy flock of Cranes fly in 

to roost and estimated around 300 in total. From the tower we could see 2 Temminck's Stints among 

the Ringed Plovers, Dunlin and Ruffs. Bittern could be heard booming from the reed beds and a late 
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showing of White-fronted Geese contained 12 birds. The bay was dotted with ducks and as the time 

had now passed 22.30 we decided to call it a day 

21st May: 

Today was warm, pleasant and sunny with temperatures reaching 22c.  

 

The gardens of the guesthouse were alive with breeding Fieldfares, Redwings and Starlings, their 

calls drowning out other birdsong. At least 6 Spotted Flycatchers flitted between perches, 2 Icterine 

Warblers were in song, Tree Sparrow, Thrush Nightingales and for Chris, a female Bluethroat which 

he managed to photograph on a pre-breakfast jaunt. Several Brown Hares were nearby and seen 

every morning thereafter. After a hearty breakfast, first stop was the migration watch point of 

Pöösaspea neem. Along the way we saw 2 Grey Partridge, Yellowhammers, Cranes, White Storks and 

other familiar farmland birds of the region. Off the headland reasonable numbers of duck were on 

the move and we logged at least 700 Long-tailed Ducks, 100 Velvet and 80 Common Scoters and a 

similar number of Eiders amongst other waterfowl. Both Black and Red-throated Divers climbed into 

double figures with migrating Barnacle Geese passing 500 birds. 2 Arctic Skuas moved north east 

along with low double-figure counts of Crane. The first of many White-tailed Eagles was watched 

offshore and a female Kestrel was seen flying in off the sea. 2 Grey Seals were close inshore and 

after satisfying ourselves with birds over the sea we spent some time exploring the headland itself 

with Common Whitethroats singing from almost every bush and Whinchats not far behind in their 

abundance. Skylarks and Yellowhammers were common and an immature Sparrowhawk tried to 

scramble into a small bush containing 4 Whitethroats but failed to catch one. At least 4 Blue-headed 

and 2 Grey-headed Wagtails gave themselves away, several Lesser Whitethroats and a pair of 

Wheatears rounded off a great morning.  

 
Icterine Warbler (Gary Waddington) 
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A little time was spent driving the forest tracks searching for Grouse. Sadly, we failed to find any but 

the first of many Tree Pipits could be seen and heard. A picnic lunch was taken at the wetland site 

Sutlepi meri. Normally you would sit and eat your food and relax, this was not the case here! We 

munched sandwiches and drank coffee while looking through binoculars and telescopes there was 

just too many birds to look at! 5 breeding pairs of Red-necked Grebes, Caspian, 35 Black and 10 

Common Terns, 20 Little Gulls, 4 White-tailed Eagles, Osprey, 2 Honey Buzzards, 4 Hobbies, 

Montagu's, Hen and 4 Marsh Harriers. A chorus of loud-singing Great Reed Warblers blasted from 

the reed beds, Bitterns boomed around us, a Bearded Tit showed briefly, Great Egrets flew in all 

directions. Eventually, we did sit and relax in a fashion. After lunch we watched from another 

observation platform and were entertained by a very showy Penduline Tit, that twice passed by 

the platform on its feeding circuit, a Water Rail called repeatedly from the reeds but kept out of 

sight and a drake Garganey was observed. A Camberwell Beauty Butterfly posed for photos in a 

nearby bush.  

After lunch we made our way to Vonnu to search for Woodpeckers. No sooner had we set off when 

one of Estonia's rarest breeding birds was soaring in the sky, Black Stork! We jumped out of the car 

to watch it soar effortlessly into the distance. A Honey Buzzard was the next bird that warranted a 

quick exit from the car as initially, it was gliding just above the tree line. We failed to locate any 

Woodpeckers at Vonnu and next made a visit to a local store to pick up a few snacks before stopping 

at the town lake in Haapsalu to admire the wonderful Slavonian Grebes in their breeding plumage. 

We quickly found four pairs of these handsome birds with one pair in particular giving astonishing 

views as they displayed just metres from the footpath. Other birds on the water included Common 

Tern, Pochard, Great crested Grebes, Tufted Ducks and Gadwalls. 

 
Black Stork (Gary Waddington) 
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Slavonian Grebe (Gary Waddington) 

 

 
Brent Geese (Gary Waddington) 

Returning for a steak dinner at the guesthouse we once again found ourselves at Haeska tower for 

the evening's round of birding. There was a large movement of Scaup taking place with around 1000 
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birds wheeling around the sky, joining them was a northerly push of Brent Geese which totalled a 

minimum of 1200 birds with 100 Barnacle Geese. At least 150 Ruffs were scattered around the bay. 

The roosting Crane flock again contained around 300 birds and 2 Little Terns were the first of the 

trip; a great end to the day with 114 species seen without too much trying. 

 

22nd May: 

A little overcast to start with, sunny spells after mid-morning, fresh north-westerly breeze, max temp 

reaching 19c. 

A pre-breakfast visit to the Haeska tower and at least 10 Little and 4 Temminck's Stints were on 

view. Dunlin numbers were around the 30 mark, 6 Grey Plover, Ruff numbers were down to 20. A 

pair of Caspian Terns flew up and down the bay and at least 6 White-tailed Eagles could be 

seen. After breakfast we headed to nearby Puise. The journey was interrupted with stunning views 

of the first Black Woodpeckers for the week which flew into roadside trees. Back in the car and it 

wasn't long before we jumped out again to admire a Honey Buzzard that was just spiralling up into 

the air from a nearby forest. Along the way we stopped to scan the north-facing bay at Pogari Sassi. 

A small number of Avocets, Red Knot, Grey Plover and other waders could be seen. A single Bean 

Goose flew by and distant Marsh Harriers and White-tailed Eagles were constantly on view. At Puise 

an obliging Barred Warbler was performing well in song-flight, occasionally using telegraph wires as 

its song perch and allowing good views of a normally elusive species. A fine male Red-backed Shrike 

sang in between hunting beetles nearby. Over the sea a couple of Black-throated Divers flew by and 

a Honey Buzzard flew inland. A pair of Wheatears and several White Wagtails fed near the point. 

Lunch was taken at the Rannajoe platform on the eastern side of Matsalu bay. In contrast to 

yesterday's lunch break the pace was more sedate here with Marsh Harrier, Crane, White-tailed 

Eagle and a couple of Roe Deer being the highlights.  

 

Afterwards, we spent a pleasant couple of hours at Phutalaid woods where at least 4 Icterine 

Warblers, Wood Warblers, Spotted Flycatchers, Treecreepers, Nuthatches and Blackcaps could be 

found among the many singing birds. The prize here was Red-breasted Flycatcher and one bird 

showed very well with another remaining elusive. A large species of bat was seen as it hawked for 

insects, probably a Noctule. At the end of the woodland walk the path opens out to the coast and 

hundreds of Cormorants were offshore. A steady passage of Brent and Barnacle Geese continued 

with several small skeins passing in the hundreds. Walking back we heard the call of Hawfinches and 

looking up into the canopy we saw a displaying male that proceeded to mate with a female! A pair of 

Northern Bullfinches showed soon afterwards. Driving back to base we stopped to find 5 Whooper 

Swans over a small body of water. 

 

After dinner we again visited our favourite spot at the tower and it was clear a lot of birds had 

moved out. The Cranes flew into roost with their loud bugling calls heard before spotting them and 

the bay was dotted with ducks but not in numbers of earlier. Thrush Nightingales sang and least five 

Common Snipe were drumming. Back at the car park a group of five male Ruffs posed superbly. 
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Black Woodpecker (Gary Waddington) 

 

 
Red-breasted Flycatcher (Gary Waddington) 
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23rd May: 

A little cooler and overcast for the first half of the day with sunnier spells by afternoon giving way to 

rain in the evening, max 17c. 

On our last day at the coast and we didn't linger. A Wryneck at the guesthouse was followed by a 

quick look at our adopted local patch of the tower although it revealed nothing new with 5 White-

tailed Eagles, 3 Little Stint, 100 Cranes and a pair of Garganey being the highlights. After breakfast 

we left for Tartu in the east of the country stopping to break the three hour journey at Soomaa 

national park. As last year, we walked part of the Lemmjogi trail and within sight of the car park 3 

Golden Orioles were singing and chasing each other through the canopy of the trees. A Honey 

Buzzard flew over as well as a single Hobby. The trail lacked the hoped-for warblers but the walk was 

pleasant and a large group of people travelling in kayaks along the river kept us amused with their 

lack of steering ability. Walking back towards the car a Grey-headed Woodpecker called but we 

failed to see it. We picked a nearby picnic site for lunch and almost immediately a River Warbler 

burst into song. It remained elusive, despite our best efforts to see it. Nearby, Garden and Icterine 

Warblers sang. 

Wryneck (Gary Waddington) 
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Honey Buzzard (Gary Waddington) 

 

We pushed on for Tartu, naturally the journey was punctuated with birds to stop and admire. Three 

male Marsh Harrier hunted arable fields an Osprey carrying a fish, Grey Partridges crossing the 

road. Late afternoon we arrived at our hotel on the outskirts of Tartu. After a brief rest we headed 

for Ilmatsalu fish ponds. The weather had turned cooler and a fresh breeze and spots of rain meant 

that bird activity was a little more subdued than normal. Great Reed, Sedge and Reed Warblers, 

Whitethroats and Yellowhammers were all noted. We also picked up a pair of Whooper Swans and 

an Osprey, hunting over the lake where Red-necked Grebes were nesting. At least 40 Little Gull and 

a handful of Black Terns were also hawking insects over the pools. A Penduline Tit called and showed 

well by its nest. Walking the path by the river 3 River Warblers sang but all remained hidden. A 

Blyth's Reed Warbler showed briefly after a verse of song, whilst Marsh and Garden Warblers added 

to the warbler tally and a drumming Woodpecker teased us by remaining hidden. 

Returning to the hotel to quickly catch up on the daily log and have dinner we soon found ourselves 

back in the field at the Great Snipe lek. The weather by now was fairly wet with lead-grey skies but 

the Snipes loved it. Although distant they put on a great show, leaping in unison into the air, we 

estimated at least 7 in total; other birds in the area included roding Woodcock, Whinchat, Meadow 

Pipit, Skylark and of course Thrush Nightingale. 

 

24th May: 

Overcast till mid-morning, sunnier by the afternoon, max temp 17c. 

The woodland reserve of Jarvselja was our first stop today. On arrival the air was filled with bird 

song. Redwing, Song Thrushes and Blackbird, Garden Warbler, Pied, Spotted and Red-breasted 
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Flycatcher could all be heard. A Pygmy Owl was called up and showed very well much to the anger of 

the small birds. It was mobbed relentlessly by Siskin, Chaffinch, Great Tit and other common 

woodland birds. In another patch of forest we located a Grey-headed Woodpecker, its loud call 

revealing its presence. As the morning wore on 3 Golden Orioles were in an area of conifer forest 

with one perching long enough for everyone to get a good view. Shortly afterwards we came across 

a family party of Nutcrackers, a pair each of Willow and Crested Tits, yet another Honey Buzzard 

circled up from the tree line, 4 Black Woodpeckers made their way on to the day list and we even 

managed to find some Wolf droppings on a track. A Red Fox was spotted by Geoff just prior to lunch 

that was taken at one of the picnic areas there. eading to Aardla wetlands for the afternoon. 

In the afternoon we headed for Aardla picking up another Honey Buzzard along the way whilst good 

raptors continued on route with up to 3 Lesser Spotted Eagles hunting just to the south of the 

wetlands. Several Marsh Harriers quartered the reed beds and around 5 Hobbies flew above. At the 

observation tower a Corncrake was calling and a Grasshopper Warbler sang. Over the wetland 

around 60 Black Terns were feeding with a handful of Little Gulls. A pair of Red-necked Grebes was 

on the water and an immature Common Rosefinch was singing, as too were several Great Reed and 

Sedge Warblers. A Bittern was booming every so often and a little while later Chris found one by the 

edge of the reeds. A hepatic, female Cuckoo was seeking nests, while a male called nearby. A small 

pool in a field held 3 Temminck's Stints and a pair of Little Ringed Plovers. A handful of White-

fronted Geese lingered with a single Barnacle Goose. We watched a Roe Deer swimming across a 

water channel and just as we were about to leave a male Montagu's Harrier flew by. 

 
Hobby (Gary Waddington) 
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Temminck’s Stint (Chris Townsend) 

 

Returning to the hotel for dinner and it wasn't long before we decided to visit the Great Snipe lek 

again. Unfortunately the drier, sunnier weather wasn't to the snipe's liking and although we saw two 

birds there was no display this evening. Other birds included Common Snipe, Whinchat, Crane, 

Woodcock, Green Sandpiper and Thrush Nightingale. We decided to leave after an hour and try our 

luck at the nearby Alam Pedja reserve. A nesting Green sandpiper was on the track in front of the car 

and refused to let us past. Eventually it took up and landed in a ditch, just metres from us. Not ten 

minutes later we had our first views of Ural Owl with a bird perched close to the roadside in the 

evening light. Time was moving on and the light was beginning to fade, we marvelled at the stillness 

of the air at the reserve with just the distant musicality of a Song Thrush breaking the silence. 

Heading back along the track we flushed 3 Nightjars warming themselves and what looked like a 

Beaver in the headlights crossing in front of us actually turned out to be a feral cat on the prowl. 

Another Grasshopper Warbler sang and remained out of sight. 

 

25th May: 
Overcast start with light showers, sun later and a temperature high of 20c. 

After breakfast we decided to revisit Ilmatsalu and as yesterday, lots of Little Gulls could be seen 

with 2 Black and 10 Common Terns. A Wood Sandpiper was new and we found a Goldeneye with 8 

ducklings. Garganey and Gadwall were among the many duck and 2 Whooper Swans. 2 Golden 

Orioles eventually showed themselves as did one elusive River Warbler. A Marsh Warbler sang, 
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several Great Reed, Sedge, Reed Warblers, Whitethroat, Lesser Whitethroat, Chiffchaff, Willow 

Warbler at least 6 Common Rosefinches and 4 Penduline Tits were also seen. Hundreds of Swifts 

caught insects along with smaller numbers of Swallows, House and Sand Martins. Aardla was next on 

the cards in an attempt to see Citrine Wagtail which was missed previously. As luck would have it we 

located 2 males, in the same location we visited yesterday. They showed very well and sang briefly. 

The pool that held the Temminck's Stints was now graced by a Red-necked Phalarope with just one 

stint remaining. A wary Tundra Bean Goose had a White-fronted Goose for company and a 

Corncrake called nearby. A Lesser Spotted Eagle was hunting in the distance while one of three 

Hobbies hawked over our heads. A male Kestrel was hovering near the tower and 4 Penduline Tits 

were seen along with finding another nest hanging from the bushes. The hepatic Cuckoo showed 

again too. 

 
Citrine Wagtail (Gary Waddington) 

 

It was now time to leave the Tartu area and head towards Alutaguse, on route we saw a male 

Montagu's Harrier quartering a crop field that was close enough for photographs. Breaking up the 

journey later we stopped at a partially-flooded field north of Palasi. 7 Broad-billed Sandpiper, Marsh 

Sandpiper, 5 Greenshank, Spotted Redshank, several Wood Sandpipers, Little Ringed and Ringed 

Plovers, Common Snipe, Redshank and 3 Temminck's Stint could all be seen feeding. Another 

Montagu's Harrier flew by as did a Marsh Harrier and 2 Common Buzzards whilst a Roe Deer was 

spotted walking across the meadow. 
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Broad-billed Sandpiper (Gary Waddington) 

 
Ural Owl (Chris Townsend) 

 

Arriving at the hotel at 19.00 a Wryneck was calling from the many oak trees by the car park. We 

checked into our comfortable rooms and had a delicious meal while watching Fieldfares on the lawn. 
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Fortified, we took an evening drive around the nearby forest. Our second encounter with Ural Owl 

happened within thirty minutes and it showed very well. Black woodpecker, Corncrake, Red-backed 

Shrike, River Warbler, Stock Dove and later we watched a Nightjar that was churring and flying 

around an area of clear fell. 

 

26th May: 

The weather was very pleasant today with sunny spells and a maximum temperature of 21c. 

Another pre-breakfast drive and a Moose was our reward for the early rising. We disturbed it from 

the roadside, not far from the hotel, it ran off but stopped to turn and look at us for a few seconds 

before vanishing into the forest. A purring Turtle Dove was heard and both Great Spotted and Black 

Woodpecker were noted. After breakfast Geoff and I spent some time in the extensive grounds 

around the hotel. At least 4 Pied Flycatchers were in song, 2 Icterine Warblers, lots of Spotted 

Flycatchers a pair of Hawfinches and a least 3 Wrynecks were calling constantly, allowing us to pin-

point their location. One of the Wrynecks attacked a Pied Flycatcher for occupation of a nesting 

hole. The garden, like many areas in Estonia was alive with Fieldfare, Redwing, Blackbird and Song 

Thrushes. Cold-coloured Northern Nuthatches were common and a couple of Northern Treecreepers 

were seen too. In nearby fields Whinchat and Red-backed Shrikes perched on small bushes and a 

nesting pair of White Storks could be heard bill-clapping. If this wasn't enough, a female Montagu's 

Harrier was mobbed by the nesting House Martins as it flew over the car park. 

 
Red-backed Shrike (Gary Waddington) 
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The rest of the day was spent exploring the enormous forest area of Alutaguse. A young Adder was 

warming itself on the track and quietly moved into the undergrowth, yet more Red-backed Shrikes 

posed superbly just metres from the car, calling Corncrakes and Grey-headed Woodpecker in the 

distance. Honey and Common Buzzard along with a Sparrowhawk, Golden Oriole, ever-present 

Cuckoos and Tree Pipits and another Wryneck was calling. A Blyth's Reed Warbler sang and 

eventually showed itself but was typically unwilling to break cover. A Racoon Dog walked in a ditch 

by the roadside and shuffled out just metres in front of the car, no doubt on its way to the Bear hide 

feeding station for supper! We arrived at the meeting point for the Bear hide a little before 17.00, as 

we pulled up a White-backed Woodpecker flew across a field and landed in the trees by the small 

parking area where 2 Willow Tits showed. We made our way along the track to the hide taking food 

and drink and everything else we needed for the duration. Our group were the only people there 

that evening and I was optimistic for a good showing from the bears. A Great Spotted Woodpecker 

visited a nut feeder multiple times and Jay and Nuthatch made appearances too. The Racoon Dogs 

showed up first and at least 4 fed on and off for several hours. A Red Fox watched from a distance 

but never came into the feeding area. And then at 21.25 a magnificent, Brown Bear suddenly 

appeared. It approached more confidently than the Racoon Dogs, though I suspect it had been out 

of sight for some time smelling the air. Needless to say the views of the beast were truly superb and 

it fed on and off for around an hour with still a reasonable amount of light for photos. With the 

target "in the bag" we turned in for the night. 

 
Brown Bear (Gary Waddington) 
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Racoon Dog (Gary Waddington) 

 

May 27th: 

It was sunny throughout the day but with a cool northerly breeze along the coast, max 20c. 

 

Geoff was first up the next morning and took up watch from around 5am. One or two Racoon Dogs 

still fed and it makes you wonder just how many of these animals use the feeding station. A male 

Pied Flycatcher was investigating a nest box and 2 Jays came down to feed on the forest floor, a 

Cuckoo called and a Goldcrest sang. We left the hide after 7 and made our way back to the hotel to 

freshen up and take breakfast. A last walk around the hotel grounds and we savoured the superb 

birdlife; Hawfinch, Icterine Warbler, Wryneck, Red-backed Shrike, Pied and Spotted Flycatcher, etc. 

As we were leaving Estonia today we headed in the direction of Tallinn, stopping along the way at 

Vihasoo. The journey was broken with a male Redstart posing on telegraph wires, a Hobby flying 

alongside the car and a soaring Sparrowhawk. 

At Vihasoo we walked the path from the car park to the newly-constructed observation platform 

that overlooks a northward-facing sea bay. It was immediately apparent that a large number of 

White-tailed Eagles were in the area. We in fact counted 23 in total with 15 sat in one group! Easily 

the highest concentration of these birds I've ever seen in Estonia. It wasn't all eagles though and a 

group of around 25 Cranes jumped up and down, calling loudly as they displayed to each other.  An 

Osprey caught a fish and was harried by a Great Black-backed Gull but never gave up its prize. A 

Montagu's Harrier flew through and two Marsh Harriers hunted the reed beds. Golden Oriole and 

Common Rosefinch sang and several Whinchats perched on plant stems. Great Reed and Sedge 

Warblers added to the variety and offshore a small number of Whooper Swans could be picked out 

from the much commoner Mute. A lone Bewick's Swan was eventually found and other birds in the 

bay included Great-crested Grebe, Tufted Duck, Scaup and Greylag Goose among others. 
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There was still a little time before our flights so we made our final stop of the tour at the headland of 

Paljassaare to the north of Tallinn. Lunch was taken here and on the beach, Little Ringed Plover, 

Eider, Common Tern, Gadwall and Tufted Duck were visible. Taking the path to the nearest 

observation platform Thrush Nightingale, Willow Warbler and Blackcap could be heard. The view on 

the platform overlooked a freshwater lake with reeds and scrub, several Great Reed Warblers could 

be seen and a Red-necked Grebe was sat on a nest. Two Bitterns boomed, with one, eventually seen 

flying low over the reeds; lots of Swifts and martins hawked for insects and Great Crested Grebes 

and various ducks were on the water. Returning to the car shortly afterwards we packed away the 

rest of our belongings and took the short journey to Tallinn airport. A quick update to the sightings 

log and we then had time to relax and reflect on what had been an excellent week in Estonia.  

 

Species List 

Mute Swan    Very common, seen in good numbers on all but one day 
 
Bewick's Swan    A late bird was at Vihasoo 
 
Whooper Swan    Seen at four sites, around 25+ birds 
 
White-fronted Goose  European race birds at Matsalu and Aardla, 17 birds in total 
 
Tundra Bean Goose 1 at Aardla on the 25th with another unspecified bird at Matsalu 

earlier in the week 
 
Greylag Goose    Familiar bird on the west coast 
 
Barnacle Goose   Hundreds migrating north on the coast, seen on five days 
 
Brent Goose Around 2000 at Matsalu with a peak count of 1200 on the evening 

of 21st 
 
Shelduck   Reasonably common on the west coast, recorded the first three 
days 
 
Mallard     Common and widespread 
 
Gadwall    Common, seen almost daily 
 
Pintail    Fairly common on the west coast, recorded on three days 
 
Shoveler    Quite common 
 
European Wigeon   Seen on six days, common 
 
Teal     Small numbers seen on four dates 
 
Garganey    Recorded on four dates, singly or in pairs 
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Pochard   Noted on two days, less than 20 birds 
 
Scaup Good movement of these birds logged on the 21st with 1000 at 

Matsalu, recorded on five days 
 
Tufted Duck   Common 
 
Eider Around 80 birds off poosapea and a small numbers seen off the 

coast near Tallinn 
 
Common Scoter   A minimum of 80 on the 21st off Poosaspea 
 
Velvet Scoter   At least 100 on the 21st 
 
Long-tailed Duck Conservative estimate of 700 on the 21st, with birds on the sea and 

flying in all directions off the headland of Poosaspea 
 
Goldeneye   Seen on all but one day with at least two ducks with young 
 
Goosander   Common on the west coast, noted on three days 
 
Red-breasted Merganser  Recorded on the 21st in low double figures 
 
Grey Partridge    Three pairs seen while driving through farmland on three dates 
 
Corncrake    Heard at several sites in the east but unfortunately, not seen 
 
Red-throated Diver   Around 20 migrating off Poosaspea on the 21st 
 
Black-throated Diver  25+ moving north east off Poosaspea, also recorded at Puise on the 

22nd 
 
Slavonian Grebe  4 pairs at Haapsalu on the 21st 
 
Great-crested Grebe  Common bird on larger water bodies, recorded on five days 
 
Red-necked Grebe  10 pairs seen at several sites 
 
Cormorant   Very common on west and north coasts 
 
Bittern Heard at almost all the larger reedbeds in both the east and west of 

the country and 2 birds seen 
 
Great Egret Noted on three days but commonest at the west coast with around 

30 birds seen 
 
Grey Heron   Almost daily sightings 
 
White Stork A familiar bird throughout the tour, seen daily and nesting fairly 

commonly in villages 
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Black Stork   One only at Sutlepi meri on the 21st 
 
White-tailed Eagle Possibly the commonest raptor on the tour with around 45 birds 

seen, including 23 together at Vihasoo 
 
Osprey Single birds recorded at multiple sites, best views at Ilmatsalu fish 

ponds 
 
Lesser Spotted Eagle At Aardla up to 3 birds seen on the 24th with another there the next 

day 
 
Marsh Harrier Seen on all days of the tour and one of the most commonly seen 

raptors during the week 
 
Hen Harrier   A male at Sutlepi meri on the 21st was the only record 
 
Montagu's Harrier Featured on five days with birds normally encountered over arable 

fields, 2 females and at least 4 males seen 
 
Common Buzzard  Recorded on five dates, around 20 birds 
 
Honey Buzzard Sighted on six dates with good views of most birds, around 15 in 

total 
 
Sparrowhawk   Single birds at various sights on five dates 
 
Kestrel    A scarce bird in Estonia with just 2 seen 
 
Hobby Small gatherings over reed beds on warmer days, noted on five 

dates 
 
Water Rail   Heard calling at one site but not seen 
 
Coot    Common 
 
Common Crane Daily sightings of these super birds, with the largest gathering of 

around 300 at Matsalu 
 
Oystercatcher   Recorded at the coast in moderate numbers 
 
Avocet    A handful seen on the west and north coasts 
 
Little Ringed Plover  Encountered on four days with a peak count of 10 birds in the east 
 
Ringed Plover   Common on the coast 
 
Grey Plover   Maxima of 8 seen at Matslau, recorded on three days at the coast 
 
Lapwing   Common, a daily sight 
 
Red Knot   A handful of summer plumaged birds at Pogari Sassi on the 22nd 
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Turnstone   A single at Poosaspea was the only bird of the tour 
 
Dunlin    Common along the west coast, especially at Matsalu 
 
Broad-billed Sandpiper  7 seen in a flooded field in the east 
 
Temminck's Stint Small numbers at Matsalu, another 6 recorded at two sites in the 

east 
 
Little Stint   Largest group contained 10 birds at Matsalu, noted on two dates 
 
Wood Sandpiper  A little thin on the ground this year, with just 8 birds in the east 
 
Green Sandpiper Several breeding birds recorded on forest drives with odd birds 

elsewhere, noted on four dates 
 
Common Redshank Common and vocal bird along the coast with much smaller numbers 

inland, recorded on six dates 
 
Spotted Redshank  Just one bird seen briefly in the east 
 
Greenshank    Around 7 birds seen at the flooded field near Palasi 
 
Marsh Sandpiper  Just 1 of these elegant waders on the 25th 
 
Black-tailed Godwit  Recorded on three dates at Matsalu, small numbers only 
 
Curlew Sightings of low numbers at Matsalu on the first four days of the trip 
 
Woodcock Several seen roding whenever we happened to be at forested sites 

in the evening, recorded on three days 
 
Great Snipe Lekking was very good on the wet evening of the 23rd, with around 

7 seen at the traditional site near Tartu. The following evening there 
was a poorer showing, with 2 birds and no display. 

 
Red-necked Phalarope  1 at Aardla on the 25th 
 
Ruf A great showing of these birds this year with at least 250+ birds, 

mainly at Matsalu, with smaller numbers in the east, lekking was 
observed many times 

 
Black-headed Gull  Common, seen daily 
 
Common Gull Recorded daily, in good numbers, some birds at Matsalu actually 

nest in trees! 
 
Herring Gull   Seen on all but one day throughout the tour 
 
Great-Black backed Gull  Fairly common along the coast 
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Little Gull Noted on four dates with largest concentrations at Ilmatsalu 40+ 

and Sutlepi Meri 20+ 
 
Little Tern   Small numbers around Matsalu 
 
Sandwich Tern   Twice recorded on the west coast 
 
Common Tern   Near daily sightings 
 
Arctic Tern   Common on the west coast 
 
Caspian Tern Seen on the north side of Matsalu bay, most sightings from Haeska 

and Puise, small numbers 
 
Black Tern Biggest numbers at Aardla where over 60 could be seen, recorded at 

several other sites on four dates 
 
White-winged Black Tern  2 at Haeska on the first evening 
 
Feral Pigeon   Daily sightings 
 
Stock Dove   Heard calling on the 24th with a pair seen at Alutaguse on the 27th 
 
Wood Pigeon    Very common, sighted daily 
 
Turtle Dove   1 seen by Chris and another bird heard calling at Alutaguse  
 
Cuckoo A very familiar sound, seen or heard in various locations on all days, 

with a hepatic female on two dates at Aardla 
 
Ural Owl  Seen very well at Alam Pedja and Alutaguse with other birds heard 

calling 
 
Pygmy Owl   One at Jarvselja 
 
Nightjar   3 at Alam Pedja and 1 churring at Alutaguse 
 
Swift    Abundant, seen throughout 
 
Black Woodpecker We did very well for these, with birds on three dates, around 10 in 

total 
 
Grey-headed Woodpecker Heard at Soomaa and Alutaguse seen only at Jarvselja 
 
Great spotted Woodpecker Recorded on three days at various wooded sites 
 
White-backed Woodpecker A drumming Woodpecker heard by Chris at Haeska was almost 

certainly this species and one seen at Alutaguse represented a poor 
showing this time 
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Wryneck 1 at Haeska and several birds in the hotel garden at Alutaguse 
showed well. Heard calling at two other sites 

 
Skylark    Common, seen daily 
 
Sand Martin   Noted on a near-daily basis 
 
Swallow   Very common 
 
House Martin   Very common 
 
Meadow Pipit   Seen almost every day in open country 
 
Tree Pipit   Very common in open forested areas, recorded on all but one day 
 
White Wagtail   A daily sight throughout 
 
Yellow Wagtail Recorded on six dates the best site being Poosaspea headland 

where 2 thunbergi  were seen with another later in the week at 
Aardla. Flava birds were seen in low double figures 

 
Citrine Wagtail   2 males showed very well at Aardla on the 25th 
 
Robin    Fairly common 
 
Thrush Nightingale These amazing songsters were heard every day on the tour, though 

seeing them required some degree of patience 
 
Bluethroat   A female at Haeska on the 21st 
 
Redstart   Just 1 male on the 27th 
 
Wheatear   Quite common in open areas, recorded most days 
 
Whinchat A common and familiar sight in open areas with low bushes, 

recorded on six days 
 
Song Thrush   Seemingly, more common in the east, with birds on five dates 
 
Mistle Thrush   Seen most days 
 
Redwing A common and vocal songster, abundant in the mature gardens of 

the hotels we visited 
 
Fieldfare   Abundant bird, seen on every day 
 
Blackbird   Recorded every day 
 
Barred Warbler   A single in song-flight was at Puise on the 22nd 
 
Garden warbler   Heard singing at many wooded sights, seen well  at Jarvselja 
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Blackcap   Heard singing on most days, the first of the trip was at Haeska 
 
Whitethroat   Very common Warbler, seen most days 
 
Lesser Whitethroat  Common, recorded on five days 
 
Sedge Warbler   Common in reed bed areas with birds at several sites 
 
Grasshopper Warbler  2 birds heard reeling but not seen 
 
River Warbler Heard at Soomaa and at least 3 birds at Ilmatsalu, always elusive, 

with just one bird seen briefly 
 
Reed Warbler    Scarcer than its larger congener with sightings only from Ilmatsalu 
 
Marsh Warbler   At Ilmatsalu on two dates but not breaking cover during singing 
 
Blyth's Reed Warbler A brief snatch of song and a sighting at Ilmatsalu with another bird 

at Alutaguse in song and showing briefly 
 
Great Reed Warbler  Common in reed beds, recorded on six days 
 
Icterine Warbler  Seen well throughout the tour on most days 
 
Willow warbler    Common bird, seen most days 
 
Wood Warbler Commonly heard singing in broad-leaved and coniferous woodland, 

recorded on five dates 
 
Chiffchaff   Seen or at least heard every day 
 
Goldcrest   Heard at several sites throughout, seen on a couple of occasions 
 
Wren    Recorded at three sites in the east 
 
Spotted Flycatcher Common in most wooded areas, around 6 birds in the garden at 

Haeska 
  
Red-breasted Flycatcher The best observation was from Phutalaid on the west coast but 

heard singing at two other sites 
 
Pied Flycatcher Most sightings came from the garden of the hotel at Alutaguse 

where they were easier to see, recorded at several other sites in the 
east 

 
Great Tit   Seen daily 
 
Coal Tit    Recorded on only one day at Jarvselja 
 
Blue Tit    Common 
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Crested Tit   A pair showed well at Jarvselja 
 
Willow Tit   Birds seen well at Jarvselja and at Alutaguse 
 
Long-tailed Tit   Frustratingly, heard at two sites but remaining unseen 
 
Bearded Tit   A brief sighting at Sutlepi Meri on the 21st 
 
Penduline Tit Quite common with multiple birds seen at three sites, at least two 

nests of these charming birds were found 
 
Nuthatch   The paler race of this bird was seen well at many sites 
 
Treecreeper   Seen on four dates 
 
Red-backed Shrike Only 1 bird seen on the west coast with multiple birds seen on three 

other days in the east 
 
Magpie    Common 
 
Jay    Fairly common, seen on three days 
 
Nutcracker   4 birds in total, all in the east 
 
Jackdaw   Daily sightings throughout 
 
Rook    Seen regularly, commonest around Haapsalu 
 
Hooded Crow   Very common 
 
Raven    Common 
 
Starling    Abundant 
 
Golden Oriole   Recorded on five days, heard far more than seen 
 
House Sparrow   Very common 
 
Tree Sparrow   Sightings from Haeska only 
 
Chaffinch   Abundant 
 
Linnet    Common, near daily sightings 
 
Goldfinch   Common 
 
Greenfinch   Another common bird 
 
Siskin    Recorded on five dates from forested areas 
 
Northern Bullfinch  Seen almost daily in small numbers 
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Hawfinch   Seen quite well on four days 
 
Common Rosefinch Recorded only in the east, on five days, best site was Ilmatsalu 

where 6+ birds were seen 
 
Reed Bunting   A familiar sight in reed beds, seen regularly 
 
Yellowhammer   Widespread bird, seen daily 
 

Mammals: 

Brown Bear   Excellent views of one from the hide at Alutaguse for over an hour 
 
Racoon Dog At least 4 were seen for several hours from the bear hide and 

another during the day on the road at Alutaguse 
 
Brown Hare   Seen in small number at both west and east sites 
 
Roe Deer   A near-daily occurrence with one or two usually seen on field edges 
 
Red Fox    Recorded on four occasions, always during the day 
 
Bat sp.    A probable Noctule was at Phutalaid 
 
Moose    One was seen on an early morning drive at Alutaguse 
 
Grey Seal   At least 2 off Poosaspea 
 
 
Other: 
 
Camberwell Beauty  
 
Swallowtail 
 
Peacock 
 
Brimstone 
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